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anti-French. Feisal began to look toward Basra and
the Mesopotamian plains. Many of his officers were
Iraqians, and they furthered his aims. Thus, into
this already Gilbertian situation crept another factor.
Emissaries spreading the name of Feisal appeared in
Baghdad, and they were financed from Syria. In its
turn, Syria was financed from London !
When it was seen that the Arabs might lose
Damascus under the terms of the French Syrian
mandate, efforts to secure an Arab kingdom in
Mesopotamia were redoubled. Yet, in his heart,
Feisal was still wedded to Syria. In an endeavour to
present the Allies with afait accompli, so-called Syrian
Congresses proclaimed Feisal Kong of Syria, and his
brother Abdullah, Kong of Iraq, but this was no
more than an empty gesture, because there was no
real force behind it. The British had only to with-
draw their financial support and the entire Arab
facade would collapse.
Moreover, in respect to the selection of a con-
stitutional head of Iraq, there were many difficulties.
The British were far from certain in their own minds
that Feisal would fill the picture, because he was
a Sunni from Mecca, and the Iraqians are pre-
dominantly Shiah. Also, the Iraqians, if uncertain
of the desires of the British, were far less certain
of their own wishes. Actually, when Feisal did put
in an appearance at long last, many Iraqians made
it abundantly clear that they did not want him.
When he arrived at Basra from Mecca, the Basra
vilayet immediately submitted a request for inde-
pendence, and the people held back, any attempt at